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Highlights of Press Briefing 20 Aug, 2020

Dr. Abhishek M Singhvi, RS MP & Spokesperson, AICC addressed the media
via video conferencing today.
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The Government is insensitive. It is reflective of a crumbling economy and a col-
lapse as far as ideas to restore our concerns with the Government. Three points
very briefly of a triangle, all highly interrelated to each other have to be high-
lighted to you.

The first is the extremely alarming new trend and I am now talking of unem-
ployment in a very specific sense about a segment. Note, the previous briefing
we took some weeks ago. Unemployment, not generally, which is of course a
very major, painful figure and you have those figures. I am not even giving it to
you now, but, unemployment of the salaried classes and why it is extremely wor-
rying is, because these once lost are not restored virtually at all or with great
length of time, elapsing or with great difficulty, these jobs gone are gone. These
children, these families, these ladies, who cannot run their houses, afford educa-
tion are dependent on these salaried jobs. The figure has been consistently on a
secular increase. I am not talking of one month, one day, one week; this trend is
known to the Government for 6 clear months from March-April to today. What
have they done about it- one big zero? It is known since as early as April, the to-
tal figure of salaried class job loss was 1.7 crores, 17.7 million. Today that figures
is just under two crores, it is 1.9 crores and remember this is a figure I am giving
of July, I can bet with you that when the figure for August is published, we

would have crossed 2 crores, we are already on 20th August, but, I don’t want to
give you figure because it is not published. These are published official figures.

Now, you tell me if you have lost almost 2 crores in salaried class employment, 2
crores- 20 million, you have any plan first of all, you are not answering the na-
tion, why you lost, how you lost, you did not create a safety net. You had no re-
medial measure to minimise, make it one crores not two crores.

Second is, are you ever talking in your ramparts of Red Fort speech, in your daily
addresses, about how you will do something to partially restore, I know you
cannot restore.

Thirdly, are you chastising your state Governments, because they have also got
the Jumlebazi disease, the sloganeering disease from you, because, in Madhya
Pradesh, I find it very funny apart from the fact that is highly doubtful, whether
it is legal, if each state said that we will give jobs only to people of our own state.
India would cease to be a federal country, our constitution may be violated, but,
that is a larger issue, I am not into that. I am very happy, if Madhya Pradesh
people get jobs, if it is reserved for them. My question to myself is that does
common sense tell you that when we are losing two crore jobs, you are going to



give what? You are going to give something, you don’t have. ST S[X&AUT FT,
TSTa 33T AT =11 ST 319 979 8 &f Aai? Which job, will you reserve?

The other aspect, the second point of this triangle, as I said to you is that this is
not in isolation, you have to see it in a holistic prospective and the holistic
prospective arises from the context of the economy. Employment does not func-
tion outside of the economy.

In the previous point of unemployment, there was a secular increase of the un-
employment for salaried class from 1 to 1-1/2 crore, so now, close to two crores.
Now, you come to a secular decline of GDP and I am giving you at the peak of
this Government figures, 7% in 2017-18 is the GDP for 2017-18 financial year, ac-
tually GDP which is the best indicator of how the economy is doing, that be-
comes 6.1% in 2018-19 and that plummets, mind you 2019-20 at least 6 months
before Covid, the estimate was it would be 4.2%, that is for the 2019-20 figure.

Now, a body like the World Bank itself had predicted that 2021, which you can
say April 20 to March 21, which is after Covid or after the start of Covid, the
economy would contract by 3.2%. Economy was already at 4.2% and further con-
tracting by 3.2%. Now, they have given a warning that we will come out with our
report in October, but, this is a warning that our 3.2%, which we said- there will
be a reduction, may be too optimistic reduction, little more. So, we are looking at
possibly zero percent and we should be very happy and clapping if we don't
have (-) minus percent, if the World Bank is correct. The World Bank may not be
too much of the mark because other institutions, all converge, the figures may

vary, but, IMF or other institution’s experts converge, whether it is 0% or 1%, is a
matter of detail, but, there is a warning published by the World Bank which takes
you in that direction.

Again my question is, are you clueless? Do you have any idea of the direction,
momentum, pace, content? Does the Hon’ble Prime Minister ever speak on these
issues, whether from Red Fort or on TV? When he has these long meetings with
their officials, does anything come out which is shared with the nation, regarding
tackling this scourge, the combined scourge of a secular decline in GDP likely
very likely to be 0%, if it is not minus coupled with a humongous, exponential
increase, secular increase in unemployment of the salaried class, which jobs once
lost will never be regained.

My third point of this triangle is, malnourishment, under-nourishment, not
enough nourishment. As you all know and I am not repeating the figures, the
maximum number of people came out of the poverty line during UPA-1 and
UPA-2. The numbers were humongous. 12- 13% decline or rather coming out



from below to above the poverty line. The absolute numbers were crores, but,
also along with that the maximum number of people, who came out of malnour-
ishment and under-nourishment was during that period. The period includes
2004 to 2016, no doubt in two years of this Government, but, the figures will
show that the remarkable improvement was 2004 to 2016 and just not two figures
for under nourishment or malnourishment. 22% figure of 2004 became roughly
14%, I am giving you rough figures in 2016 and the numbers were, which im-
proved from 253 million, which when they were down improvements here
means going down, that is 25 crores to 19 crores on the same period, 2004-06 to
this period.

In that context there is a third report published today, which is why we are
adding it to this press conference, for the specific segment and I remember we
have food surpluses, remember the Government of India policies that we are giv-
ing free rations to all traveling migrants, that is the policy, that is the Halafnama,
the affidavit in the courts. Report, there has been published that cheques have
shown that the migrants say that 2 out of 5, 40% and less are getting these ra-
tions. I am not saying, I am not the preparer of the report, I am not the publisher,
I am only got the figures, but, where the refutation by the Government? On the
contrary Mr. Paswan says that there is no wrong identification or discrimination.
Question to myself is, question through you is then why is this pitiable even as-
sume it is less than 50%. 50% of people are not getting proper nourishment with
extreme pain, extreme distress and your warehouses over flowing, there is some
clear fundamental mismatch in your Governance structures. So friends, I will end
by again asking this question. why does Mr. Modi not speak about it? Why is
there no blue print? Why is this Government clueless? These are all important
questions, they may fail or succeed, why don’t they share this with you and why
does Government’'s like MP do Jumlabazi by saying we will reserve jobs. You

will reserve something, which you don’t have apart from being a big legal ques-
tion mark, whether you can do it in a country like India by denying jobs.

So, friends, as I said, these are burning questions of the day, but, unfortunately,
what excites this Government? This Government cannot be a ‘Ram Bharose’
Government, because even Ram helps only those, who help themselves. This
Government cannot be clueless about vital issues affecting you and me and that
is the thrust of what we are saying.

Thank You!

TH T 9 T UF 9TF A 6 [A9 & AR AR a9 S0 @l 8, il a<w
IS T ST AU AT , IHhT TAELIAT Tk UHT F9AT T &F T3 g 30- 11,




ST =19 &7 sAavede a2 THT 9€ IaqTdT 97 g, F97 ¥ Ig<T AT9&E Agi g2 Sf. fH=ar
FgT Toh STTRT HET AT I ST SATET SATTF AT Ageaqul &, ST AT THAT 5| T q2ZT Flg
ST 2T Aal ¢ 3T § SIaahl i aTd FhgdT ATgdTl g Sl AT ATTH AT &, AT FT 3
TEAT, TATT GIETHIE HATAT g TLHIT 7, TH 397 H TeRT-3RT H{SHH BId &, TS A1 2l
% Ul 91 af, TS, IS gi, STH hle Feh Agl TSaT gl 3TST gH TR a0l A1 & q1d H7
T2 21 T, T TLhI ATATE il gl ATTHI g< Ahe <l gl TTET, LRI ST AT gt
g, AT TASM, YTEae el 9% AT A0 grdT gl T A9 Fgl T off Jora A7 THIE q81 ¢
TRd Fg ATt, qT a7 ITSdS SEHT 8, IR aFelIF &, IHH! TedT Herar g =1 77,
Afehe T T A5T F ThaT g ATl 39 3 HATST T FaAoe Tad gU ST S0y i 2 3,
SEH T& W 35aT g [ Asdiue UF @99 TS (exempted) FeITT g FIT? T
AT AT T TG o6 e B/ 11 &1 9 o, sa=r @ 6w us fee, St e
T AT a7 o ar o, ar @ =T Fat 8, TN =4, Vivo, AT ST 9 aqrdT, S9H
H ST T LT 8, THH Ueh HIH g, IS Fa1aT ST ¥l g {3 foar a7 ge 2 g1 foan wvar
SITaT g ToF O30T 9% & T a1 § T a7 gEt A9 o W I ARl g, FANR a7 ATgd o foh ST 37
ATTeerTeT &, IHeh TN (hAT ST, 37 IT6 6 T Feg AT gf el o a1 o =t &
AT Fivede 3 AT, TAL H ITNT HET T &f AT, Fih ITh I TH Tal o, S99 T,
T FHT T, AT AT Fgl o6 [=9am qgl 57 11 87 10 o S 897 11 8, § st
& 1T 751 F LT g, 399 100 fer==, 100 fferas frawr gt g, 10 02 iy, Iue

SIAX| HIH o g, STAEe I HiqAT § 7T A5l g, T T AL 8l

T AT SATCHIATLAT Al AT Hd 8, § ST LT T AT AT 2T g, § et [Hsht ot
q FIaT Al T, § A & AT TG Agl Hdl, TH TR il A1 7T FAT TaT AqHH
AHL g, T T gl g o FT [[Fwar g =98 o 100 T Jua Sia< arel i wo+1 |
AT T 5, Fls AT &€ Al 5, ATCHAALAT il gH AFAL ad & 3L UH Hg 3T IIEL
g, " TR {TAE 2 979 o7 81 UH TS 3T IITEL 8, BT IT AdqgeT il Ts 8, gt I¥
At =T T2 €, AT ST g o Srediue i O & | S Ush-al agd (999 979 3, a1 778
Fgl % 31 &, T gHTL TSl &2 |, [T &, a7 FIARTLOT § T 3T SRIal 9% 7§67
T TEd g, I (e AT T Toha T STaiaed ATeentT & gl ohehe § i< S T &7
g, ST AT | §, STt a% qia< &1, T &7 qarar g, T [fsa =0 § S q27 81 o9 o9
AT T T T 8 T TGaehl 907 < T & F09 & a1 H, T FH  FH 99 Jardag! d A0

On a question about BCCI IPL sponsorship given to Dream 11, which has a
large investment of China, Dr. Singhvi said- I think, it is an important question
raised, you have underestimated perhaps the importance of your own question,
because it has much larger ramifications. We are not concerned with individual
sectors, individual subjects, individual companies, we are concerned with the
Government of India as the supposed protector of our national ethos. This is the




Government, this is the Prime Minister, and this is the Home Minister, who give
us lectures every second about nationalism, patriotism. It purportedly tests it. We
all know that sentiments about China may be wary in this country, but, we have
a national endeavour to do. We also know that this ‘Atmanirbhar slogan’ may
cause a lot of peeda, a lot of distress to people, who might have got things cheap-
er, temporarily at least from China, but, they are all contributing, they are all sac-
rificing, why this exemption to IPL and Cricket? The main principal sponsor till
now, was the Chinese company, VIVO, till recently, a few days ago, after the
Government policy, after Ladakh, after Pangong Tso, after the transgressions,
thereafter it is changed, not because of China, it is changed because a lot of re-
ports which have been published and which you have and which the AICC has.
They are apparently asking for a better set of terms by postponing their obliga-

tions to pay, because they don’t have immediate money. Now, you get them off
the hook by not only first having a principal sponsor, who is Chinese, but, also
letting off a Chinese company that is a fully Chinese company and giving it to
another company which admittedly has hundred million US dollars, mark my
words, hundred million US dollars, ten crores US dollar, not Indian Rupees in-
vestment of the Chinese entities. Is it a double standard for the poor sufferers
here about whom you preach Atmanirbharta or is it favoritism because there are
some very powerful people from Gujarat in IPL, which one is it? I hope the Gov-
ernment will answer, I hope the Government will satisfy the conscious for the na-
tional wealth, for nationalism and patriotism, which you falsely wear on your
sleeve, this is an important answer.

On another question relating to issue of Contempt of Court and Shri Prashant
Bhushan, Dr. Singhvi said- let me make it very clear, we have no hesitation in-
dividually, not only as members of the bar, who spent a lifetime otherwise com-

menting about what we have spoken, some have written, I don’t think it would
be right to associate a political party, as a full political party with a statement, I
may put forward, but, I have no hesitation having giving that clarification to you
to speak from this podium to say that the law has to be applied in an even hand-
ed, fair, balanced manner. The concerns raised by those after the judgments are
certainly not in any manners false, frivolous or vexatious. They cannot be dis-
missed off hand. They deserve a lot of careful thinking because they include for-
mer judges of that very Court. They include precedents and they include the ba-
sic spirit of the Supreme Court chest being larger than any other chest in India.
Shoulders be wider than any other shoulder in India, I think these are all issues
which I would not like to officially associate by party, because the party would
require a resolution or something like that, so it should not be said tomorrow,
that I committed the party, but, the sentiment is very clear and I have articulated



it from the podium especially as a person, who spent a lifetime in law. Now, there
is today, itself in a continuing series of statements by a fourth facet, there it
should be considered by larger bench. Although, there are technical issues which
should be considered, there is no hurry and the speed also, I would say with
greatest humility, is very worrying. The speed creates part of the problem. The
right thing done in the wrong way, the wrong thing done in the wrong way, these
are all facets to be seen.

LTI ST ) & TF AT Tah 7T F=7 6 I § <1, ol 7 &gt & § v e 7 g%
FET, T AN T S (90T ¥ F 7L S8 A6 [ivgid 99de §, 30 99 § Fd %8
ST, =TTt Fig A1, TF Staq faaqrr g, @artEsr § oft #ra aqq g, a9
FTHT 0T o 8, ga &l =2t Agl 912 8 299 feooft o ¥, foraw #, aa #§1 92
AT T H A1 gl H T TET HgdT o6 T {IATE ¥ | Tk Tl bl I SIISAT, HiAS
FAT Tal Agl g, FA(Th I8 (o7 Tk ST AT AT IHeh [T VAT Hle FEdqras
AT, Ahd T Fls (HHF A5l o AT 6 (70 TASHIET 6 7= &) UHT THA10 Tga-
TET AALTF &, AT AAIAF g, IHHI THATSH T Aol HC Ghd gH [ AqId gl, 3aahl
eI S8 SATeT 3T TfiT, IAHT T, Il A agd &A1 F q@T 1T AT 6T T § T
w1 g ST mar 8 & Sgaw AT § SAIET 92 9 dgl gid ATeU hHl 6, Sgan
TITAT | TE1 AT dgl gl ATeU S 4aH H e afady &g g S o e §
SYAH FTATAT | T 0T H| 7T Tahl Heasi? T@d gU o T & =i 2l Tal & dlX
TR AT AN o I gl g oeH | o F g qarga =A=h g SHl AT &
AT AT 3T @1 § = gU Fal TAT g 1o Ti=ar &g g o F40 S9! T T 981 9r=d &
et weds, Giaeme arelt "@edie 5 o it AT ITH T2t THHT [Horg 3| 7 qHAdT1 &
T 99 He ¢ (oranl 3T ¥ T A5l Tohd, TAERT AT /I AT 97 /I SA0] 79 &, G077
faraTehe HTRET FLAT AT ¢ 3T SToaarsil § UAT Fls Ge9T qal ¢, e daer T9d ar
A T e I TaT waqerd | A g1 A7 v =g 2l

On another question about Rainfall in Gurugram, Dr. Singhvi said- I think,
you are first of all asking the question of the wrong person. This question has to
be vigorously, persistently, tenaciously asked for the Karta-Dhartas of Delhi and
Haryana, which I consider to be one continuity, that we can not consider Delhi
separate and Gurugram separate. You and I both know the number of people,
relatives, friends, who treat it as one city. We also know the concept of NCR, so
the first point of answer to you is that this is something, where there is a com-
plete abdication and failure which must be answered and obviously your ques-
tion, through your question I am answering it, asking that question again of the
two entities, namely Union Government and the Haryana Government. Number
two, I wish as much time had been spent by these Karta-Dhartas in issues which
were of civic amenities. You are giving a Jumla everyday by both these entities; I



am squarely making the point about Dream City, Millennium City, and Foreign
Investment that is the context you have to see it. Latest facilities what is that-
Smart City. Now, with that you have to compare, this Jumlabazi and reality. I
wish, 1/10t time had been spent and this is now recurring for so many years

with this, whereas you are trying to create a whole ‘Hauva’ (2149T) about what you
have done about investment, the Haryana Government says it every day and the
Union Government that is not the Delhi Government or the National Capital Ter-
ritory Government says it every day. There is no Javabdehi, there is no heads
have fallen, no penalties have been approved and everybody is being made a fool
of.

T T T=7 9¥ o = § 59 938 & 319q g g, 9g I+l § d¥ ¥ &, 7 28 12 &,
ATH STAHTAE I ThATRI HT ATHAT FLAT T 17T &, 39 T FT Fgi? =X, Ferat 1 Fzr i
H ST T T Tgd Tgea o THAAT g A GHAT & 1o Tgal (95 & o T T T T
AN & I T gl TS T T gRATIT AEhT Tk Hleedel §, gl aah [EUTH &
qATA §, TG AN AT 2 [ F0SHE % Hfegdt g, Al ar i Ao, &I i
fAfera =7 o faeelt AT 14T 8, TAHTAR §, TG 6 AR faoddl &l J19d 8, faeet & oan
TEUTH & 19 5, T 8 gl Tl & I S haiedl &, STH Aqahl FT7 Sara Har? &
STTRT AT adT g 1o T TeTTHAT ST | T, TgeAl a1d af 9wl I&8 Agl <31 F11h
AT FTATATT Al ST, ATIE 3T I He<l | Al A1, O\ T FTaieT s g, av
At Fft-FdT 9 H uF a0 @0 @ 9 A9w e w3 ar A sraenr e, BT
fargeft fRerer =, foret TR 1, et A 11 39 9% STaTd A5t (9ol T agi & 3| aHT
it ot fofas waffds (civic amenties) F2d 8, Tgl H1ST 1T 21T FT AT dT agf 6
TEIHAT ATTHT AT <31, TRt emfis wFerd &7 Stara o e @ehar g, a1 9 #a71 &
SRR HAT ¢ 99 S8, TH ALY g T, ST He afrferen feurfa o forw sya=mar o, v ar
THH dT 100 T STCATS XAl g 37 A7 &g, T 99 9 g1 1T &, I T TS-92 Al
H T %g ¥g & 1% 4 T LS g, TATHT g1 3L ATTehT TSTeT= T H T ZTAd g, qr 319 fHer
FRT, THTE Fer Figu, Fag sarar fAesft Maer #2T, 7 Fivied, 39 I & daf X
ST FIACH T8 gl qATd H o MW §, HIIAT T THT SATITAT, IFUST & AR THIHA,
FTET ATAT H 4 9gT Fgf U<, a7 A9 397 97 Fare a1 g, AT I q S[er a9
AT g oofa a2 il &1 Tal [T 3T Uah SEHT aaT1 QITe(0, ST 7ged T g, foraent Tt
T g, T8 fom

AT | ATk ATH g T AHAT il THT SITAT AT(R T SERT FAT BIAET T EIHAT Fl
TS DT, FeaHaT | T oad 41+ &ls af R T qHATE g, ATSarad g T saant
TRTaeT WeeHT T STT, HY ITH 9758 a1 2|
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T 3= T=7 9% Toh ASet AT 0l qH<1T A % oede SF afey 0% 7 waeh fadre 1%
A T THT HLT il dTd Fgl A< IHh qTZ I SSTIT gHATAL &, FAT Fgdl, S, THeat
7 FgT T 7 T a5 gyl qeT 8 3T IH Uge AT T T SATET AT §, FAT MY
2 oft Fg qea © # AT U FEE afwfa 1 qeae @ TH g

1. THHT TA T2T S 3T T & AT SATST 0 1T g, ar T g Fo6 7 st i yafwr g
SEHT AT, AT 3T TZATH g T ST ¥ BT ATT TILAT H &9 STAT, T §| T Iged |
I TGl g, T AT & Fha gf T2l 9% I g37 &, T 721 Io1en =1, difes &0 &
AT A5l =& &I SEHT|
2. STIeRT IAHT 791 9T ¢ Toh 3T q T 7l a9 g &, 3T TESL Hl <& 72 &
3. ¥ ATTRT e FATE § TETAT AT o UFsiere a7 UsieT § forae & gl ofeqer §9aia
T 7 TIATT T § a9 Head "1 § ST A7 o6 ot st st aaear
g, T FhET Sl =989 | goa1s U I §9aiT giHid T araen fore g+t off, 7 ga1e
T a=T off ofT & UF 0@ Tede B o I U T g Tl g SATh! 1o ST H1H
THRT AT | AT g, Arad ASHITdd dehil o SH9Y 35HT a7 Taqr saTal
TerET g o H "quHar g % ar g Y g gHRy q9ad el H7, 39!
FHSAT I Y TGT §- drordt| Foeet ar ofF g o gadr afffa #) s -
STITT 1 T 19 3T § FoF GAfd &7 w17 g7 AT T 8T, AT 19 ¢ o T o1
FTH Aol Al | ATTh HFGL THT AT 74T 2
AT T qL S ¢, T AT & GHAA o [o1T, oft g0 T8 Hive I T qgl areidl F 9110 I
T TG T HAT TTersre arett, i § 9+ TgiTas (FTHT o e T a1 Tl
¢ T o FgAT o stexer & T AT &S Tal & 4 qH Aol Tol awarl gf, T a1q ST g T
AETeT HGISH  dgd I Iecae (AT Tfarerore 7 3T IHT a3 & o ATgd 7 3T [T
g, A1 gaar giata [Hor &Gt At 7 ygfxr St g 6 @ena & A1 =9 99y @ uE

o o
L AT ATIR U

Sdy/-

(Dr. Vineet Punia)
Secretary
Communication Deptt,
AICC

11



	24, AKBAR ROAD, NEW DELHI

