ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No. ECI/PN/37/2021 Dated: 26t March, 2021

PRESS NOTE

Sub: General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal & Puducherry and Bye Elections to the House of
the People and Legislative Assemblies of various states— Ban on Exit Poll.
Election Commission of India, in exercise of the powers under sub-
section(1) of Section 126A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 has
notified the period between 7:00 A.M on 27th March, 2021 (Saturday) and
7.30 PM on 29th April, 2021 (Thursday), as the period during which
conducting any exit poll and publishing or publicizing the result of exit poll by
means of the print or electronic media or in any other manner shall be
prohibited in the ongoing General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal & Puducherry and Bye Elections to
the House of the People and Legislative Assemblies of various states issued vide

Commission’s Press Note dated 26t February, 2021 and 16t March, 2021.

Further, under Section 126(1)(b) of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, displaying any election matter including results of any opinion poll or
any other poll survey, in any electronic media, would be prohibited during the
period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for conclusion of poll in the
respective polling areas in each phase of the aforesaid General election and

bye-elections.

Notification dated 24tr March, 2021 issued in this regard is enclosed

herewith for the information of all concerned.

/ ﬁn Diwan)
Under Secretary



TO BE PUBLISHED IN AN EXTRAORDINARY PART-II, SECTION 3(iii)
AND REPUBLISHED IN EXTRAORDINARY GAZETTE OF STATES
ASSAM, KERALA, TAMIL NADU, WEST BENGAL, PUDUCHERRY,
ANDHRA PRADESH, KARNATAKA, GUJARAT, JHARKHAND,
MADHYA PRADESH, MAHARASHTRA, MIZORAM, NAGALAND,
ODISHA, RAJASTHAN, TELANGANA & UTTARAKHAND

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No. 576/EXIT/2021/SDR/Vol-1 Dated: 24t March, 2021
3 Chaitra, Saka, 1942

NOTIFICATION

Whereas, the Election Commission has announced the schedule for the General
Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal &
Puducherry vide Press Note No ECI/PN/16/2021, dated 26" February, 2021.

Whereas, the Election Commission has announced the schedule for the bye-elections
from 6-Malappuram Parliamentary Constituency of Kerala and 39-Kanniyakumari
Parliamentary Constituency of Tamil Nadu vide Press Note No. ECI/PN/17/2021 dated 26t
February, 2021; and

Whereas, the Election Commission has announced the schedule for the bye-elections
from 23-Tirupati(SC) Parliamentary Constituency of Andhra Pradesh & 2-Belgaum
Parliamentary Constituency of Karnataka, 125-Morva Hadaf(ST) Assembly Constituency
of Gujarat, 13-Madhupur Assembly Constituency of Jharkhand, 47-Basavakalyan & 59-
Maski(ST) Assembly Constituencies of Karnataka, 55-Damoh Assembly Constituency of
Madhya Pradesh, 252-Pandharpur Assembly Constituency of Maharashtra, 26-
Serchhip(ST) Assembly Constituency of Mizoram, 51-Noksen(ST) Assembly Constituency
of Nagaland, 110-Pipili Assembly Constituency of Odisha, 179-Sahara, 24-Sujangarh(SC)
& 175-Rajsamand Assembly Constituencies of Rajasthan, 87-Nagarjuna Sagar Assembly
Constituency of Telangana and 49-Salt Assembly Constituency of Uttarakhand vide Press
Note No. ECI/PN/28/2021 dated 16" March, 2021.

And whereas, Section 126A of The Representation of the People Act, 1951 (in short R.P.
Act, 1951) specifies that “(1)No person shall conduct any exit poll and publish or publicise by
means of the print or electronic media or disseminate in any other manner, whatsoever, the

result of any exit poll during such period, as may be notified by the Election Commission in this

regard.



(2) For the purposes of sub-section (1), the Election Commission shall, by a general order, notify
the date and time having due regard to the following, namely:—

(a) in case of a general election, the period may commence from the beginning of the hours fixed
Sor poll on the first day of poll and continue till half an hour after closing of the poll in all the States and
Union territories;

Provided that in case of a number of bye-elections held together on different days, the period may
commence from the beginning of the hours fixed for poll on the first day of poll and continue till half an
hour after closing of the last poll.

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years or with fine or with both.”

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers under sub-Section (1) of Section 126A of the

R.P. Act, 1951, the Election Commission, having regard to the provisions of sub-Section (2) of

the said Section, hereby notifies the period between 7:00A.M on 27*"March, 2021 (Saturday)
and 7.30 PM on 29" April, 2021 (Thursday), as the period during which conducting any exit

poll and publishing or publicizing by means of the print or electronic media or dissemination in
any other manner whatsoever, the result of any exit poll in connection with the aforesaid
General Elections / Bye-elections, shall be prohibited.

4, It is further clarified that under Section 126(1)(b) of the R.P. Act, 1951, displaying any
election matter including results of any opinion poll or any other poll survey, in any electronic
media, would be prohibited during the period of 48 hours ending with the hours fixed for
conclusion of poll in the respective polling areas in connection with General elections and Bye

elections.

By order,
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K31 Rl

Iq:, fyataeT AT GaNT i 26 wRady, 2021 & 99 Alc §.5WS/Mee/16/2021
¥ dgd 3WA, e, AReg, IREHA S AR gAY i Qe wenst & @R FarEt
¥ T FEFHA T BT F & I &

Ia:, frdaeT 3T gany e 26 wadl, 2021 & %W A §.$H3ms/dea/17/2021
¥ 5 WA & 6-HIVRA FHEAW fFdEw & IR Ay § 39-FeAgAN TE
fraae &7 ¥ 39-fdst & Qv FiwHE f awor & & 98 §; 3R

Iq:, fatas 3T CarT Reis 16 A, 2021 F U Al §.3WgdIws/28/2021
¥ ged Yy RU F 23-[eufy @ran) iy Fdae & 3R Feiled & 2-9e9mH JHA
fdTosr &1, NI & 125-FARal 8% (3.5 faera @ aTae &7, FIRES & 13-AYR
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e B AT Gor & GROTH &7 OF) Hafer & Gt it IAalEe JTFeT §aRT 56
Faer #F g # 0, Pe AT seFgiHw HEAT 3 ACTH & FFIT I T AT
Bt s gEw F 3T O H garw T F/




(2) [Rafaer 31T, 3TERT (1) & FAieT & &0 AFafolf@d & 91T H &
§T ARV Tl GaRT ARG 3T G ATNGRAT R, FHUbeT -

(%) HTERTT fAafae & gor # ag 3afe Adqld & Gget faer & AdghT & v
PIa FAT & IR g7 & gRH g @t I @I v I gg aew 3 H
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(3) OFT FF FfFT, ST FH GRT & UG FT 3ociged I OH ald &
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