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Highlights of Media Bite 17 Sept, 2020

Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala, Shri Gaurav Gogoi, Shri Gurjeet Singh Aujla, Shri
Ravneet Singh Bittu, Dr. Amar Singh and Shri Jasbir Singh Gill addressed Media at at
Vijay Chowk, outside Parliament., today

Shri Gaurav Gogoi said- This Government has been eying, how they can take the
farmers’s land to benefit their capitalist friends, whether is the Land Acquisition Act,
whether in the industrial system through the weakening the labour courts and now this
three pronged attack on the Indian Agricultural system through the two bills on farming-
one related to APMC, the other one is related to contract farming and the third bill
which is on essential commodities, a three pronged attack on the Indian farmers. At this
time, this Government says- that this is a boom for farmers. This is the blessing for
farmers. Are farmers of India foolish? They don’t understand the bill, If this bill was in
the benefit of Indian farmers, why are the farmers are out on the streets? Why are the
farmers in Haryana being beaten by the police?
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bill, BJP Government, the Prime Minister Modi Ji’s Government is only acting as a broker
of those industrialists, who want to enter into the Indian Agriculture market.
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Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala said- Diabolical Conspiracy of Modi Government to
Defeat Green Revolution. Modi Government is Akin to ‘Corona Pandemic” - It's

Attacking Lives & Livelihoods of Farmers. Attacking Farmers- Farm Labourers &
Bartering Agriculture at the Doorsteps of Crony Capitalists.

Today, ‘Bahubali’ Modi Government writes a cruel ‘black chapter’ against India’s
agriculture, farmers, farm labourers and Agricultural Produce Market Committees
(APMC). The draconian laws on agriculture will be a death knell for the future of
farming in India.

BJP Government is hell-bent upon destroying the ‘Anndata” farmer and bartering the
agriculture at the altar of a handful of crony capitalists. 62 crores farmers and farm
labourers are agitating across India. Over 250 farmers organisations are sitting in
Dharna, on hunger strikes and are demonstrating across the length and breadth of India.
Drunk with power and determined to serve the crony capitalists friends, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi continues to be blind to the agony of the farmers and suppress
every voice of protest. Modi Government is dictatorially subverting the voice of farmers’
representatives inside the Parliament and has unleashed a draconian ‘Lathi-Danda
Regime’ on the protesting farming community.

PM Modi used the same specious arguments for bringing the three ordinances for doing
away with the ‘Right to Fair Compensation” law championed by Congress Party and Shri
Rahul Gandhi. Travesty of justice is being replayed by the BJP while bringing the three
anti agriculture laws, aimed at abolishing the livelihoods of farmers.

The interest of farmers & farm labourers cannot be subjugated and be subservient to the
draconian majority of BJP in Parliament. Indian National Congress shall continue to take
on the dark design of a draconian, dictatorial and anti farmer Modi Government, both
inside and outside the Parliament, both from the Parliament to the towns and villages of
India. We shall continue voice the pain and suffering of teeming millions. Our protests
against the ‘New Enslavement’ of Agriculture by Modi Government are:-

Firstly, Abolishing the system of Grain Market-Vegetable Market i.e. APMC will totally
destroy the “Agriculture Produce Procurement System’. In such a scenario, the farmers
will neither get the “‘Minimum Support Price’ (MSP) nor the price of their crop as per the
market price. The true example of this is NDA ruled state of Bihar. In the year 2006,
APMC Act i.e. Grain Markets were done away in the state. Today, the plight of farmers in
Bihar has gone from bad to worse. Agents are purchasing the crops from the farmers at
throw away prices and selling that crop in the other states at MSP garnering huge profit
margins to themselves. In case, the Agriculture Produce Marketing System is scrapped
throughout the country, the farmers- farm labourers would be the biggest loser and a
handful of capitalist will make huge profits.



Secondly, Farmers get remunerative prices for their produce near their agricultural fields
at grain market-vegetable market through community organisation of farmers and
mutual competition among the customers in the markets. In the market, pre-determined
‘Minimum Support Price’” (MSP) is the benchmark to decide the price of agriculture
produce. This is the only measure for the ‘Price Discovery’ i.e. price determination for
the farmer’s produce on the community basis. Grain-Vegetable Market System is the
guarantee of fair prices, accurate weight and sale of farmer’s produce. If the farmer’s
crop instead of being sold in the market on Community Purchase basis, is purchased at
the agriculture field itself, in that case the farmer will loose the power of price
determination, weight and bargaining for prices. Naturally, the farmer will suffer the
losses.

Thirdly, The Modi Government claim, that now the farmer can sell his produce
anywhere in the country, is a white lie. Even today, the farmer can sell his produce in any
state. But, what is the factual truth? As far the agriculture census 2015-16, 86 per cent of
farmers in the country own less than 5 acres of land. Average land holding is 2 acres or
less than that. In such a situation, 86 percent of farmers cannot transport or ferry their
farm produce to other place, but, have to sell at the nearest grain market-vegetable
market. In the event of Mandi System getting abolished, it will directly do a deadly blow
to the farmers.

Fourthly, Abolition of Mandi System shall snatch away the means of bread and butter
and livelihood of the millions of labourers, commission agents, Munim, loaders,
transporters, sellers etc.

Fifthly, with the scrapping of Grain-Vegetable Market System, the source of income of
the states will also dry up. States through its earning from ‘Market Fees” and ‘Rural
Development Fund” undertake infrastructure development in rural areas and incentivise
agriculture. For example - Punjab procured 127.45 lakh tonnes of wheat, this wheat
season. Punjab earned Rs 736 crores as market fees and an equal amount it got in the
Rural Development Fund. Commission agents earned Rs. 613 crores as the commission.
These amounts were not paid by the farmers, but, by the Government agencies like FCI
and other Government agencies and private individuals, who procured wheat from
these markets. With the scrapping of the Mandi System, the source of income of the
states will automatically dry up.

Sixthly, Agriculture experts believe that under the garb of the ordinance, the Modi
Government actually intends to implement the ‘Shanta Kumar Committee Report” so
that the Government is not compelled to make procurement at Minimum Support Price
(MSP) through FCI and thereby save an amount of around Rs. 1 lakh crores annually.
This will directly cause adverse effect on the agriculture and farming,.

Seventhly, Through this ordinance, there is an intention to render the farmer merely a
labourer in their own lands by getting him entangled in the contract system. Does a poor
farmer with 2-5 acres of land holding will be able to frame, understand and sign sale-
purchase contract with big companies? Clearly reply has been in the negative.



The biggest flaw in the contract farming ordinance is that giving Minimum Support
Price (MSP) is not mandatory. When Mandi System is abolished, then farmer will be
solely dependent on contract farming and the big companies will decide the price of the
farmer’s crop on his field at their own sweat will. If this is not a new ‘Zamindari System’,
then what else it can be? Not only this, through contract farming, farmers would be left
at the mercy of big companies, courts and bureaucracy in the event of any dispute. In
such a scenario, powerful big companies will naturally exercise their influence on
bureaucracy and will attack the livelihood of farmers by engaging them in the legal
intricacies and earn profits.

Eighthly, Totally lifting the stock limit on the agriculture produce, consumable items and
fruit-flower-vegetables shall neither benefit farmers nor the consumer. It will only benefit
a handful of people indulging in hoarding and black marketing. They will be able to
purchase at cheaper prices and then sell at higher prices after holding the stocks of these
items legally, for example- it has been alleged in the 2020-21 ‘Rabi’ report of the
‘Agriculture Cost and Prices Commission” that the Government hold stocks of pulses
after procuring them from the farmers and when the crop of pulses is about to arrive in
the market, then it sells their stock in the open market. As a consequence of this, the
farmers were unable to sell their produce of pulses at the market prices. Rs. 2.5 lakh
crores pulse scam of 2015 is the living example of this trend, when pulses were imported
at the rate of Rs. 45 per kg and sold at the price of Rs. 200 per kg.

When there will be no stock limit, then the hoarders and black marketers will be totally
free to fleece the consumers.

Ninthly, In the ordinances, there is neither any provision for the protection of labourers
rights nor for the protection of the rights of the persons, who are engaged in agriculture
taking land on rent or on produce sharing basis. It seems that they have been left to fend
for themselves.

Tenthly, These three ordinances are the direct attack on the federal structure of the
country. “Agriculture and Mandis” come under the purview of the State Governments
under the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, but, the Modi Government didn’t consider it
worthwhile to take the state Governments in confidence on this issue. Protection and
incentivising agriculture has been naturally the subject under the domain of the states,
but, they were not consulted at all. On the contrary, market fees and rural development
funds levied for the development of villages and agriculture was done away unilaterally,
which is a flagrant transgression of constitutional provisions.

The Anndata farmer and labourers will never forget the conspiracy of the Modi
Government to convert “the disaster confronting the farmers” into an “‘opportunity for the
capitalists” under the garb of pandemic. The next seven generations of BJP will have to
face the consequences of these anti-farmer misdeeds of the Government.
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3R Tl a1 T 27k i3 o Thd €, TSTHI-3TIHT I8 1T & Tohdl 2 |

2T 9T, 3 1 91l 1R & o 30 fopam & 98 BraeT BN, H Shargstet o1 9 @1, ST STUHT TR
2, TR & 2005 &, 2006 # AT HAR ST A S THCAH T 2, 97 g7 fean o, ST gieheer Uiy
HTdhe TR &, T 2T T o, fogr &1 gretd 37T STTa 2@, 2019 H SHb! WST &T T8 A9M B
31T THehereed a3, e 3ndt Y JadTse W €, 39T W 7 I8 UTsde SaiHe TR, 7 df Tl
fictt, TopeT & 2Teid 92 9 IR 21 718, I df 313 Sl | I €, SR (68T @ BT €, 3 Jgd JeT
T 2, THH AT BAIS P HHT & TR, I T8 3R fids 1R 35! gy, STt S8foRe walfed! Tae
T 8, BMT- I WHR I Tere@dl €, T 3R |Y 39T &I <1 2, 519 ae df 2 |f BT Bl Tal &l 1,
Al a9 &9 BAdTE! Tel BAT, 91 Tae § o € % afesar 3R B 9 de 9 W 7 &1 1Y, TWHR
S T2l BN 3R B8 U7 576 deb 50 UldeTd 7 &1 A1 T a1 T B T8 & MM Al b &, Blg TBR
Pedl 8 b 59 UTgg 8 91T, 89 A1 &1 I91 10 UfaeTd-20 WfaeTd W STdisid &l SI1dT €, 3 STh! 9t
AR d% BT AT8d 8, [hdd! HIaeT BT? T 8 531 &l BT BT, I UTSde HhuHal bl THR B,
BIINE BT TR B, T 31 TR 1S iet T 8, BT I 38T IR ToRr et €, 7 37e i fowr fewar,
STed T TekTY T, Igd-sgd ¥dic|

On a question Shri Gaurav Gogoi said- 3MT f$92 ¥[6 g8 2, you will see many parties

speaking on behalf of the farmers. But, we have to also see, parties like Akali Dal who
are only putting a charade, only putting on a drama, only showing fake tears for the
farmers of Punjab. If they were so concerned, Minister from Punjab Food Processing,
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Harsimrat Kaur Badal Ji, she should have resigned, why being part of a Government that
is beating farmers and killing the farming industry. So many parties are arrived, but, 1
question the parties which align to the ruling party.

St GEAATAT A BT T I T87E BI0w b1 721 8, I @81€ fhHM R Td-TicTa™ Bl €, S AT &,
ST e, ST @HE, 39 B b fokre o TE @S BT, Iqeb |1 THY 3R Siderd =2 &, d1 <t
BEATAT | SHITTT ATe T fareR § 1T STe BT UTel &, e aT AT BT Sfis] ST & &, 3Te dT 3T
ST H IISTHINR HIUH &, TTe al SIARTY &, ITe df SISl &1 AR ATe af BTl o &l AR T8 df
ERATOT BT ST BT, &7 FeIeh! 0T w1 g o6 a7 i gefafadt & qre, Hidl St & F9mma & a1,
RO Td-GgM Bl AITHT & AT TS § I fhaT ol 18T & 1| HiST S & 3R dieidl & IR § et
TehdT § F1Teh I TeT, MISTUT 3R HIST <1 o T foham & ST TH1d SaTeT S8l & W 62 S fham
3R T2 T Tham e Sl TiifaeT 3R U2 W o1 A1 &, WISl 5t 37U+ 704 ST IR af 319y

AT LI B, MISTAT bl 7 Yal Pl SEBT 2HTe ST US|

Teh 3T U9 & SR A it NS = et T a0l fose o« @I 2 3R ST 3y fafi faveft <t & Hroor
ST, AT 3BT TS A% & AT 3d # S b GTarar 4 wel o6 1T & g &l 3 fgid o
g o 9t fopem fakiedt 24 ot & ver # € a7 fauer 7 €1

ot Yot foig forg A et 96 ©1eT ureh &1 at a1a, g7eh THUT 3R, 2fREToT T a1d @R ol T Bl aTd 9
o, Wsﬁ%aﬁ%ﬁéﬁa‘r geh! 31T T8I 5T &, T S fohg O § 3TRudTy &1, fegm o9, 3q%
T TR W 8, J Zd TR 3! IR RUTE 2, ST 376 16-08-2020 Bl 2 €, Ta I2 I IIel € AR
& I fhaT o9 €, 397 9T € Tb I T argg T&1 vt Sieidl df 89 & M= Ta-Tid § S, 3
TR T 8, 3TRUITY & 301 a1 8, Reprg g F vl

oft TS 3 gt 156 o1y @ at Uifcramie & 3ieX & €T, Tues! & 99 Teb FeAT AT I o He i
I[BIT B § Ueel 37T BHR TR HiUg & Hiell, R HiFS, T AT UeeH 6T, 87 a- wdbre 3R
T 3 TTer g AT TSt Tk, STkt Y TSt TR STIes €, I UTd SYfUeR 8, W & IaHT =egdr §
Top IO Teet feT & ot g T ST o A |, SAdT ST T i 3 TS § {6 & a1 @l 8,
AN & qHY BA fdT & 912 @e gu faars <)

Wl ¥ e ol Y ST B It U8 U 370 U9 % S § it Wi fig 3 wer fob gt zardy
T 21 ST HT 1 SHA BT I1d, ST HT ST § BHA ITAT 8, IHeb! BT B &1 BIH ST & a1 el § 317
T 8, 37 foedi Bl STATe T al &1 B | e TohaT P 7T bl 810 ST 1T, 3Tk Tl | el ST fam ar ar
oIt a7 oY 3Tife T S A ST €1 STATT 81 BH 379 | Bl 7817 T8 Bl ol febHehT il | B ST I €,
ST ST, ST TeaT BT AR T &) STaT 37T < % 97t W O] a8l 9IS &1 &l & 3R fbd &1 7
& A 8, 9 A AT e § urferarie & € @1 8 afeie o ot Bl S & 3 e W SR vy
fopeil T akis & HY SHHT, ST BT 511 T & a1 [T de 7 9114, af 99 & Q&7 99 @I @2 gU 2|

Tk 31 U9 W o6 T at 3117 gHeT R o 1 € 2w % 3iey, STe fohami <6 ofter § i 39 qE
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TS P T I T &, MUk B TSAl § St g Wi et 74 €, af %8 AT 38 W
HATA WST R T &, T Fail, st TEAGTEn X gl 1 1o warfer o1 3Ed ued 39/ 81 39 39 6
HIET & T RO for? 2 397 1 7aAleT &, S ST, 99 o, W Hidl $if & 9mA § /R fam,
R SA § 3 deeied R fear T g1 mafer B SeddsAT a9 Bl 8, 99 397 § fUse 60 9 § g9y
TS SUSTTRT S STTY, 12T | HIST ST T ST AT ST Ehd, e a1 GAeld b ST O &1 <1k &, Biee
21, TR 2, W &1, W AT ASTTR 7 2, IGehT UIST HAT 81 BI9T, Hidl St 3R T dI i, gAR
AT &, 19T G STHIA SIdd at ST b S 39 fFam &7 qod, ST ST 811 <1, S JAag aaeda
AT B Wi, ST6 AT B o1, a7 AT Hegd el €| ARl BT Jewred WISTaT 3R WISTAT BT
T TR TET €, BT T {oha™ Tl | B AR B a7 e 3R T weigy Bl I3t 3R i Bl
TS 8 T2 & 3R gAR ANTAT! o ASTTR 1|

oft Tt g A Sier % gnmr = iR & o6 Sfea & & ot foa e e @ B1 60 Hre A 3 wfasy
BT T B, IT Tk NSHT b STHIST Bl ITd Pl |

T I WA W 6 A0 TS HUATH B A I8 Teh 31 U9 & IR | oft e 3 Fer
SITQHET & WA H ATy FfT T S A fafi= Teari & qeavtEl & 919 g8 aR H ardiary ol
21 STl Bl o R JEHT USTTe &, STTE &, TSI & 1 IR-IR fefgdl & gR1 I FIar € fb
57T T 3 g1 T GBR 1 31 3TTfeleh dTehd T1RT d1feh ot FIfag HehHOT & T2, g ThR 37 THY
3Tfefep gefetar T fRIfd IeT T T 2

TF 3 U9 & I H it ATt 7 Her fob fhaM Bl ATSIfdeT SiHA IGHT ©d 3 GiceH
B, I8 3707 T § TATT TR B Td ATeR 3R BIE-BIE 3Ted! Bl T[ATHaT Bl AT T
BT AT AT 21T B T TATST | ST ST A4 g AR T F 31R A1 TBR & I qaTed IBT 7T
o fopeT &7 31T ST € & IR H 37U UTH AT 31 & al STaTel T € Ydl qai | TBaT 6l 3
AT e de B, AT HIGT TR Bl STaTel & Tob U1 78l | fose Tamet Asigy R ¢ 3% udT 7l | fose
fRETHT &1 FATH GAA I THT, UdT T2l Rilfeh 8 GTehR bl I BT YT &l Tel, Sl &b 81 H I
TehgT TIT & 3R SHIT 37T fep T &1 AT AIsTa 21, d1 36 YebR § Uifsd 2|

oft IS = ST o6 TR-aR 3 9 317 &7 ® T Sfea & fefa R 31T &9 30 UeR &l aTd 3 @ ®
£ 30 G el 1o TR el & fob I ThAMT & UeT § €, T 3R J fBaHi & el H 2id df MRd &I
O STTST HIET ST Bl ST T IMABTAATE dT, AfdeT R BT TohaT 3711 et 3 T HIST 51T % forg
TE! ST T&T, TRA T T 310 e, 3797 URAR, 37T Wi o Trey i) i 3 U ST1e aied &1 8 fh I
foeT W IRaR 7 T & 3, 3 et B B BT IT18 <7 37 ST b BT HIAAT ©, S8ehT Tl &b a1 |,
HT & B IR H WIS S 3R 3P AT T 1T, 90 H1 5 THaT 2|

Sdy/-

(Dr. Vineet Punia)
Secretary
Communication Deptt,
AICC
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