Highlights of Media bite 21 October,
2020

Prof. Gourav Vallabh, Spokesperson AICC addressed the media at AICC
Hdqrs., today.
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Prof. Gourav Vallabh said - The government in its recent decision has approved
196 pairs or 392 trains to cater to the festival rush. These trains will be operating
from 20™ October till 30" November for festivals such as Durga Puja, Dussehra,
Diwali and Chhatt Puja.

Railways in India has always been symbolic of the common man and has been called
the backbone of Indian travel landscape for a reason. It is because it has the potential
to help the common man travel without a deep burden to his pockets. On top of that,
COVID-19 has dealt a severe blow to the earnings of many. These festivals are the
only thing people are looking up to in order to spread happiness and enjoy with
family. But the Government seems to be ignorant of its role of supporting people in
enjoying the festivities. Instead, the fares are on average 25-30 percent higher in
festival special trains being operated.

Here are the amounts being charged for these Festival Special Trains to and from
Patna Junction:



Sleeper 3 AC 2 AC
Place Special | Festival | Special | Festival | Special | Festival

Special Spcl. Spcl.
New Delhi 510 650 1300 1710 1910 2320
Mumbai 670 920 1795 2315 2600 3225
Bengaluru 910 1095 2355 2745 3435 3885
Sikandarabad 745 845 1945 2205 - -
Howrah 350 435 915 1165 1280 1615

= With millions of people having lost jobs in the last few months, the government
instead of providing festival stimulus has decided to further pull the common man
down

= |n summary, the fares are on an average 25-30 percent higher in festival trains
being operated

= There is no reason to increase the fares in current times. On the contrary, these
fares should have been subsidized heavily

= Does the Government want to push even the Railways out of access of the
common man?

We have two specific questions for the government:

1.  What is the rationale of the government in increasing fares to the extent
of 25 to 30 percent?

2. When across sectors, there are massive retrenchments and salary cuts,
GDP growth for Q1 FY21 is at -23.9 percent, at this point of time, instead of
giving money in the hands of the people, why is the government taxing the
common man further?

We demand the Government to roll back these increased fares immediately and
subsidize it further so that rail travel becomes accessible to the common man
and their festive travel doesn’t lend a deep hole to their pockets.
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