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Highlights of Press Briefing 04 May, 2020

Shri K.C. Venugopal, General Secretary, AICC and Shri Randeep Singh
Surjewala, In-charge Communication Deptt, AICC Addressed media today

st ToTiY fiE GERATET 7 BRI Bt Heiford B g het o @ 391 7 397 F arat-ael
TSTS T ST I AT IR TebET 4 AT, I HIeR AR g fepa, df a8 <0
Bl BE YSUT THR ATI S 7 HoR 2@l b 68 YR ¥ @i ATt Hehel-gIri
e THIY U SfeTeht B STH ol AT &1 TT| 3 AT 3 Teg-fAgRe HoR Pl ST B
areeqT ot S T i 3w Ufderie fofy foer €1 36t Ufderfae fofy @1 saren
Y% S H IUTRId g1 H TR focie & off 38T 90T 7T it & ST 6T o sfwdt Fifar
T STt & 37 U 3R ST bl AT AT Y|

Shri K.C. Venugopal said- Good Morning, everybody. I think, Randeep Singh
Surjewala Ji has already briefed about the Press Conference’s matter today. You
all know the difficulties being faced by our poor migrant workers after the
lockdown was imposed. From day one onwards, Congress Party has been
strongly arguing for the better life of the migrant workers, but, the Government
is not at all hearing the requests. Congress President wrote several times to the
Prime Minister about the plight of the migrant workers. Former Congress
President Shri Rahul Gandhi also several times intervened on the same issue,
but, nothing has happened. All the State Governments also put pressure on the
Government, Congress Party put pressure on the Government, finally they
agreed for some transportation facilities, but, now, here we are very much
worried, very much pained about the plight of the migrant workers, because,
Government is not giving any money for their fares. They are not giving any
food. They are not even giving any amount of compensation for the better life,
finally Congress Party has decided something. Today morning itself, Congress
President has given a direction to the PCC Presidents in this regard. If the
Government is totally failing in its duty, it is the duty of a responsible opposition
to come forward, even though we have limited resources, we are doing our level
best. Congress President has given direction to the PCC presidents to help these
migrant workers after that we are speaking to the PCC presidents. Our PCCs are
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going to take it up in a bigger way. First of all, I will read out the statement given
by Smt. Sonia Gandhi and then after that Shri Surjewala Ji will give Hindi
version and after that your questions will be answered.

“Our workers and labourers form the backbone of our economy. Their hard work and
sacrifice are the foundation of our nation.

As the Central Government barely gave a four-hour notice of the lockdown, workers and
migrant labourers were denied the opportunity to return to their homes. Post the
partition of 1947, this is the first time India witnessed a tragedy with such a massive
human cost as thousands of migrant workers and labourers were forced to walk home
several hundred kilometres on foot- without food, without medicines, without money,
without transportation, without anything except for the desire to return to their families
and loved ones. The very thought of their plight is enough to break our hearts as there
was also the outpouring of support from fellow Indians for their inspiring resolve.

But what is the responsibility of our Government? Even today, lakhs of workers and
migrant labourers are languishing in different parts of the country and wish to return to
their homes and families but there is neither adequate money nor provision for free
transport. What is particularly disturbing is that the Central Government and the Rail
Ministry are charging them for train tickets in this hour of crisis.

Our workers and labourers are the ambassadors of our nation’s growth. When our
Government can recognise its responsibility by arranging free air travel for our citizens
stranded abroad, when the Government can spend nearly Rs. 100 crores on transport and
food etc. for just one public programme in Gujarat, when the Rail Ministry has the
largesse to donate Rs. 151 Crores to the PM’s Corona fund, then why can’t these
essential members of our nation’s fabric be given a fraction of the same courtesy,
especially free rail travel, at this hour of acute distress?

The Indian National Congress has been raising this issue from the outset of the lockdown.
There needs to be provisions for the safe and free rail travel of migrant workers and
labourers to their home-towns. However, despite our repeated demands, the Central
Government and the Rail Ministry have chosen to completely ignore the same.

The Indian National Congress has, therefore, taken a decision that every Pradesh
Congress Committee shall bear the cost for the rail travel of every needy worker and
migrant labourer and shall take necessary steps in this regard. This will be the Indian
National Congress’ humble contribution in service of our compatriots and to stand
shoulder to shoulder in solidarity with them.”

Shri Venugopal said- I have already spoken to the PCC Presidents in this regard.
They are taking public contribution on their level. Definitely, we are very much
confident, we can contribute at such a large level in each and every state for these
migrant workers and wherever the necessity is coming, the AICC will come
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forward for their assistance also. Therefore from today onwards, our PCC
Presidents will coordinate with the respective Chief Secretaries and Railway
officials and they will do the needful.

Sft FEAITAT A T Tob ST 10T it BT U] More SiT 7 <0t Qi Tl St o1 sgH
3R %ﬁT@HWGﬁEﬁHIWI Pl AT, HETHT TN Sit 7 el o, the best way to find
yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others. 31T HT TRAF TSR HIUH, HHdT
I T SR &t Tge T Td BIUH BT Ueh-Udh Bricdl 39 Tg W ATST &1 SfHdT ifan
T S A SR o € fob ATl i, R A WISl I, BAR BIHTR HTST Bl =X aTodT Pl
e 5 AT Bl ITFA AT 2| ITBT T H TYP! U ATAT g, ST 31 319 H fderfes &
3R 2T 3RS € 1o HIST TRBR, TRATT ST UTET bl TRBR ITH FS Hig ol |

HIAY AT, ST THAT TN BT A “AHeb T BTR 97 hI g BT 8T &1 TR Hed
R patT T Fmfor & g 81 % IR =9 & A1 R AHBSEHA B & BRUT dr@l G0 T
BTHTR B a19 i § dfd 81 TY| 1947 % SR & 91 <31 A Ygall IR IE e Gged™ Tl
R 34T o BRI SITHS T HBTHTR Hhs! Tha M1 IS et B 198! & ol 7oTeR &1 7T 7
T, 7 UHT, T 2478, T M, W hdel 30 TR & YT a19E Tid Gga ol | IAeh! T
T & 8 HH BT 3R U6 37k g e 3R Hehed Bl & MRA T 7 TRIeT 11|

TR 3T 3R TR BT bl T 8?2 3T Wl Ta] HTHeb T BTHTR G <M & el el BlA| H =X
AT STHT TTEd &, W T AT B, 3R 7 94T1| g9 BI 919 T2 € o IRA TWHR T I 7T &1
HEAdaSll | Hehat Bl 8 T8l H I I 6T (=T 94 T &

e g BHTR THATOT & 30 €1 ST 2R SN | %8 TRATIT I 3UAT PBeled HHSTH gaTs
STErSTl 8 e aTod el 3T Hebd &; ST 8 TRId & Pdel Ueb BRIshA H HLhHT Tl
100 TS . THUR T YIS SATS W T & obd 8; 9 I §ATeTd THHAT & BRIAT %S |
151 S B, < HabdT &, I U b o S LSTdTedhl Bl SATIGT Pl 28 Fel # e I IH
T G =T el 2 Hebd ?

RATT TS BIUF 7 HeAdehel ATHb! T BRI bl 58 Y[ T Bl AT Pl TR-ER IS
2 G § T THBR A Teb AT AR A & & HoA e |

A, YRAT T8 UG 7 78 Folg forar 8 6 9eeT S FHET HI & SHIS & A6dHe
I T BTATR & TR 1A BT I I BT oobe T ge7 BN d 39 IR ST&L HSH ISTT |
HETddRIT & 1 Y § HuT THATR @ 814 & 71d 9aT & 59 Hdbed § H1Ug &I I8 FMSH
I




sft FEAATAT 7 FeT b T g7y H 227 b TEHHT AT T8 HIGT ST 7 3 el o7 fob AR
35 T H 2| TH T HIGH T fob WISTUT 1 TRBR T Bl &l ATIR AT STl | 0T
YISTUT <l HIBR <20 Pl I AT T TR SfHepT 3R BRI 1 =R ATIET &b Tl “orawsit g

5" H BIRI-BUS BUT I IUARIAT 781, dl TUTH IR B8 [Tl SLIHT [haT SITTT?

31RO WIS STt 311 BT o1 af I8 W 2 1o U I Hged dtepdl, AR /i, fosr Are
3R T 91§ 9T 7T WISl T 68,000 HUS ST A A o ol THT T 8, T TG HeTell I,
RIS HTATRI &I, THR YA WTSdl 1 =R aT9HT & folQ el 21 I8 370 A gaiyu 8 3R
BT BT HACAINAAT BT THIOT 2| SHICTT ST <Y BT AT TUTe ST A a7, st |rfaim
T ST Qd S g T it 7 I ot 3631 2 b U <17 SA1eIeH &l @Y «lax, Th-Ud areit
dF UEd Y, ST Ug df Uob-Uh UTe Sahgl b 3R TRART TS HIUH BT I HI GlcTas,
Uh-Ueh HSTGY Pl =R ATIHT BT JLTIVT TRITH HRART TSR BT 3R USST BT B &R Th
ERZEEaUll

On a question that what are the modalities being worked out for helping the
migrant labour, because the decision has been taken and you said, you will be
reaching out to each and every migrant worker in villages and who are
stranded across the country, but, you are already seeing long queues at various
places, Shri Venugopal said- We have already given direction to the state PCCs
to have coordination with the State Chief Secretaries and Railway officials for
arranging this ticket fare. Everywhere, actually the State Governments are
coordinating these things, State Chief Secretaries have an idea, we are ready to
provide the money, train fare that we will inform the State Chief Secretaries and
the Railway official. That is a procedure. We are not going to have registration
since it will create further confusion.

Shri Surjewala said- If media was to check with their Karnataka Counterpart,
you may like that, if I am correct, when Venugopal Ji, General Secretary, In-
charge with his guidance and with active role played by PCC President of
Karnataka, I think Karnataka PCC has already deposited, a sum of Rs. one crore
with the Chief Minister and the Chief Secretary, Karnataka and has said that they
are happy to contribute any further amount in order to ensure that every migrant
labourer and worker is safely able to return home to UP, to Bihar, to Orissa or to
anywhere else. I think a beginning, has already been made late last evening as
Congress President decided it, as Venugopal Ji has already informed you.
Necessary modalities shall be worked out. It is a matter of clear intent and intent
to serve and considering that service is not only the heritage of Indian National
Congress, but, also our way forward. That is the Sanskar and Sanskriti that
Indian National Congress carries in its blood and vein and it is close to its heart. I
think it is time for Government to wake up from its slumber also and honour its



own responsibility to millions and millions of people, who have contributed to
India’s growth story, that is our migrant labourers and also our workers.

On another question that contrary to the allegations of the Congress Party, 2-3
tweets are circulating around, one by Sambit Patra BJP’s spokesperson, he is
citing MHA guidelines saying that no migrant labourer will be charged for the
rail fare, but, there is another tweet from Subramanian Swamy which says that
he has spoken to the office of Piyush Goyal and confirmed that 85% of the cost
will be borne by the Center and 15% by the states and a notification will be
out soon. So do you think that what the migrant labourers are going through,
is because of the confusion between the ministries, Shri Surjewala said- If you
check in Kerala, if you check in Karnataka, if you check elsewhere, tragically and
regrettably, the insensitive and inconsiderate BJP Government and its Rail
Ministry have not only been charging regular fare, but, special charges from
every migrant labourer and worker going back home and proof of the pudding
lies in the eating. You can verify, media should verify this fact from every
migrant labourer and worker.

2. Please read the statement of the Chairman of Railway Board, that has appeared
in all news paper this morning and he has claimed that the migrant workers and
labourers are not being given free travel for that will crowd the trains, that is the
kind of preposterous explanation being given by the present BJP Government.

We are hopeful that they will listen to the advice as also the counsel, as also
the spirit of service that has been put out today by Smt. Sonia Gandhi and Shri
Rahul Gandhi. We will welcome, if they see reason even at this belated stage
and refuse to stand on the false prestige and Modi Ji agrees to the proposal by
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, otherwise, what Shri K.C. Venugopal has said and he has
been on the telephone since morning, speaking to every PCC President to
ensure a proper facilitation of our migrant workers and labourers. I would now
request Shri K.C. Venugopal Ji to actually give you some details.

Shri Venugopal said- Actually, if you permit, I can add something to
substantiate this thing. I can read out the circular given by the Railway. Railway
has actually given this circular, “Sale of Tickets- As these Shramik Special Trains are
being run by Railways only for those persons, who have been cleared by coordinating
State in consultation with the receiving state and not for general public, following
methodology will be adopted for sale of tickets:

a. Coordinating state will indicate the exact number of passengers traveling in train,
which should be around 1,200 or at least 90% considering the capacity of Shramik
Special Trains



b. Railway shall print train tickets to the specified destination, as per the number of
passengers indicated by coordinating state and hand them over to the local state
Government authority.

c. the local state Government authority shall handover the tickets to the passengers
cleared by them and collect the ticket fare and hand over the total amount to Railways.”

What does it mean, then how can Railway Minister say that we are going to issue
an order now?

Shri Surjewala said- Venugopal Ji, I think the lies stands exposed by your
reading of the order. Venugopal Ji, I on behalf of INC, I again thank you for
putting the facts as they are.

Nobody should stand on false prestige; even today, we call upon the Prime
Minister, on behalf of the Indian National Congress and on behalf of Smt. Sonia
Gandhi and Shri Rahul Gandhi to leave the false prestige and to utilise
thousands and thousands of crores lying in the PM Corona CARE fund and if
this amount cannot be utilised for our migrant workers and labourers, then for
what, this amount is going to be utilised for? Will the Prime Minister tell the
nation? We urge upon the Railway Minister to withdraw the order that Shri K.C.
Venugopal Ji has read to ensure that the travel is made free otherwise Congress
Party’s units are more than willing to ensure that every needy migrant worker
and labourer goes home and the necessary arrangements shall be made. We will
not shy away in this hour of crisis from our duty of service to the people as
Mahatma Gandhi Ji has said and it is being historically accepted and
implemented by Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji and Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji.

e U9 R o R i aret A & @i o ¢ T fomam widdie ad, it oitt ol A gu
2, 7% g 1 v & Torg fopan Ot ot sreea ugil? i e A &t fob st gare
& TQ ATYarR) 39 97 & 130 B ARSI Pl SRATRA, TR 3R G&pld Pl FHH Ad
HTHT | MRATT TS BT & JAMTT 3R GaT Bl T o ATRIAT S bl HaT Bl BF Ad
ATPT| MRAT TS U BT Th-Uh BRG], USST BUG BH I Th-Uh IHIS 3T
STHHHE & 91 THeAR I GHTST it Tob TER FHATAT R #eiy, Teb Helgl Wi 319 =R g
ST G 7 B UTY, 39 Tolq g o HI -1 91 BT g, 18T TMRI Aeraied Bal JUIToTe it A
FE 2l

Tk W W o o ik a3 3 srrmde <t @ T foram arddie adt, e 3Tk o % gu
£ 37 Torrg Y w3 forg fea St ot wreea it oft geovarTert & wet fof amoes dare
& g Grgarel g] <91 & 130 B ARG Bl SR, &R AR FEpd Bl 1 7d
HTHT | MRATT TS BT & JAMTT R JaT Bl Th S ATRIAT S bl HaT Bl BF Ad

BT YA TSI BT BT Th-Uh BlAdbd], TS BIUT HBH bl Th-Uh Shig 30
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STHHTE < 917 THeTest 3 gAfea oot fos T fAfdr AR Ue-us weigy 31U =X 9oy ST 4
%% UTY, T8 g1 IHb [T F& Wl T AT BT U, ST fob T Hera=d B! JurmaTe it 4
B

s arI gRT Y gz % @i | U8 U 1 9o % I § it YA ¥ wer S vl
T |1 HifedT & qrferdt ot # fos Gatre ¢ fob 31U AR d1dl 3R ferddl o = =1 S|
G ST, AT i1 BET GUPTATe ST SR AT €1 3 BIS gosT™ T BART BIH SoolTH @ THT
TEl, BART BIH TBRIcTS THITd BT 81 STHdT JIAT et S T off Tge Tt i 7 B
g7t bl 3R § Qfderies e forar € sk at Cfderfees et dar v § o 71 21 et ¥ra
STT S5 297 H a5 QI 2T &, 3T HIeHT § Tom T 81 HeTedT Tt St b1 37 f9retr 3R
g § yTad B foram 7T @ 1o Herd 92T g Bl Wi 6T AT G T 9T H docd I &l SH]
2, T STHT 81 STTelT ABRITE @l 3T ITd] &l BIfST, YRAT TSI 1Y &g §; fauer
Y 2 gU YT 3TUHT it TIRIUTAT Bl gH T b Ueh-Ueh TGy, Teh-Ueh HfHe 1S, Uh-TUh
BIHTR HTS 370 =R I10H Ugd STY| IHP TiT gH F HI =T AT BHT US| 39 ST HelTed 33T
&l €, PUAT BIb S ATl BT STATT IR FFHAT ST S Feb, d1 I AT AT Rt 4y et
STt IS | UF T S F© B &b folg AIfeied T2l €, BT oo ug, 31y 7oAt Tt Wi
Y TS Ad BRY AR Teb HBRIAD, Uiisiied qiew, foraeht <t gifam i it 3 gpostrd
HT 21 H g BN o6 THBR AT Wl BART SH THRITS HieH BI & STTE UgaTa SHH 3TUAT
e [HUTTIe FITEH 2 Hebd 21 3T 36 HieH # 3170 Wl {fieR &g

On a question about the silence of PM and Railways Minister on the issue,
where as the Railways Board Chairman, BJP Spokesperson giving conflicting
statements and another BJP MP saying that the Union Government would bear
85 per cent cost, Shri K.C. Venugopal said- We don’t want to play politics on
these things. What happened in Karnataka, in Kerala? We know, In Karnataka
what happened, those who have no money, they are not able to travel the special
trains, that is why our Karnataka PCC under the instructions of AICC has given
Rs. one crore cheque to the Chief Secretary of Karnataka. Kerala is also doing the
same thing and other states are also doing the same things. Therefore, I have read
out the circular also. The circular is also specifically telling that they can collect
the ticket fare from the migrant workers. Randeep Ji has already mentioned. If
they come up with concrete proposal of free tickets. We will welcome it. What is
this? This is not the time to play politics; Congress Party believes that this is not
the time to play politics.

Tep 3 W9 WX Teh WISTUT 6T Teb WeHE ATHA AT b s AIHKR 85 Uderd fohtam a8
HUI AR 15 UfA9Td T TXHR T T Tehal 21 TTH BT I AT 7B &l 2,
a0 qF I bt 1o e it Teae Tliar T 11 1T € SR AT AT AT &, W1 bl

7




Y e ¢ o w2, 9 A1 B ATt | A 8, T wEA? ft g
A et ok # 7R BT JU] TTOTA STt BT 8 HAT BT STA16 < b & | TR-IR I AT 3ferd Tal
TN H UG | 3R BET b STTUHT S dIgd HBRIAD Tek AN QT 81 ABRIAD
Al 3R FBRIAS ITdl WA Ad SITC| AT JaT VT T HETAT T ST Bl ST 6
IFTEROT I EY, TaT & T ST AT T S[B3Td SATHdT FIHAT TSI A Bl 2| dTfeh TART &
e WTE, BRI & BITR HTE, 370 ER aT98 Ugd 3R ST HY STaAg €, T8d U8t WX 3 &
ferd T o7 e BT SATTH HIUT YTl & TTefl Brddsd! AR BT Bl UM SHIS Bib <l I
AT Y H BT THITdd S g1, WY dR § 9 df fauer § €, a7 3 3704 3T § U&h
UfagTiae® BOct €; HHd 9aT BT BadT 8 IR 7T T & 38 Gabed H 3TUAT BIT 9T JMaH &
&1 TP 7 0T 21 Hot 3712 & Tob TR I &IRT aig $UY UEH PBIRIAT 3R e & HTH
T gapgl fohaT B 3R S9TRI-hAS BUT T aeie foTdes UTd §; a1 TRBR ST 68,000 FHAS FUT 33T
& TSI T b Pt AT X Habel &, STAT ETeT &1 H 24 370, 2020 P AREATS A ff@a g
Y AT T, ST Age dpa!, TR HIGl BT 10 TR RIS $UT A% X Tobdl &; T T o2 &b
HEAdBT LTHBI, BIATRT 3R AT bl =R ATIHT BT SaSTH Tal B bl 1? TE FeTed 3 AU
ot HAT 3R TRIHEAT i geAT aTfey|

TF 3T U9 T b 1T Ul 3 T SH1Ea1 &t 3 e & @ 6 it o o1 ddiea ot
T, dl IH Al B AT 4T & 5 TRt ATy qF W AL Bl 4G HY qgenit? s
FEATET A T o ot Bt JuprioTet STt 3 g aliet sarn, f5rg fofe 1 sivor sfiwdt afar
T ST A <71 St BT U STt A Uob-Ueh USST Hidg FHHT b A&l 7 d1d bl 7, ST b
3B TATT| T W Fledh & YR T 8, T TR 8 & HT-T1 &l d BT 8l o 81 T R
Td ofg fofar T, HUF 6 BHieh SHIE 7 U B UT hI AT Tsdig H A% bl
Tieeh ol STHT AT <F; 39 faerad & grer b 31 St Heg &l ATaIehdT &I, Biid ol 3hI
B Bl AR €| STET BT TUTTOTA STt A FATIT T TeeT B bl SHhTeAT U3 & & dial g
HAUTT T 2 TR I TTAT BT Sasl™ Bl

Sd/-

(Vineet Punia)
Secretary
Communication Deptt,
AICC
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