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Highlights of Press Briefing 05 Sep, 2020

Shri Rajeev Shukla, former Union Minister addressed media persons via
video conferencing today.
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Shri Rajeev Shukla said- Government of India has come out with the circular
yesterday, which is dated 4 September, 2020, in which the creation of new jobs
within the Government has been completely stopped. The Circular issued by
the Finance Ministry suggested that new jobs cannot be created at all, the
vacancies which are already existing should not be filled. This is a very
alarming situation, since country’s economy is already in doldrums. Our GDP
has gone down -23.9%. ILO report suggests that 40 crores people are going to
be below poverty line. So, in this situation, if Government stops helping
people, if Government stops creating new jobs, if Government is not coming
forward, or stepping up to support the young people, then who is going to
support them?

Private sectors are already into retrenchment because their financial situation
is very bad and the Government is not helping them as well in terms of loan
waiver and all that and the Supreme Court is already hearing the matter. So,
there is a retrenchment in Private Sector. Now, in public sector, if the
Government is also not helping the people, so the Congress Party demands
that more and more vacancies should be created, more and more posts should
be created in the Government, all the vacancies which are already existing
should be filled immediately and people should be provided employment and
all those sectors should be helped where more and more employment
opportunities can be created. This is the demand of the Congress Party.

Today, Shri Rahul Gandhi ]I has already tweeted that how the employment
from the people, how the jobs from the people are being taken away and
Government is not helping them. So, we are further emphasizing on this issue
that Government should create more jobs instead of banning the Jobs and the
Government should re-consider this circular and apart from that the second
part of the circular is suggesting that the Government expenditure in certain



areas should be curbed, but, there are very trivial, very frivolous items which
have been shown into, like the use of papers, the celebrations of foundation
day, there are various departments which are distributing bags and
momentos, all should be banned. How much are you going to save about it?
Few thousands, few lakhs, that is not going to make any difference, actually
the Government should reconsider all those projects, Government’s projects
by which you are trying to derive publicity and you have been spending
thousands and thousands crores on those projects, those projects for the time
being should be stopped. If your economy is not able to bear the burden of
that kind of projects, you should stop them temporarily and after a while,
when your economy improves, then you can definitely go for those projects,
but, not for now.

So, we are demanding that the job opportunities should be increased,
enhanced and secondly you know that all these big projects should be put on
hold, those which are not required immediately, the emergency projects, all
those projects which has got sanctioned with necessary infrastructure, you
should carry on. But all those projects, where you are going to derive the
publicity, I think you should reconsider those projects and there is a data by
CMIE which is also suggesting that between July, 2017 and June, 2018 in the
age bracket of 15-29 years, there was 17.8% unemployment and which is
increasing day by day and up to 20t August, 2020, 1.89 crore people have lost
their jobs. In my view, if you calculate organized and unorganized sectors
both, 12 crore people or 13 crore people have lost their jobs, but, the
Government itself is confessing that around 2 crore people have lost their jobs.
So, now, I would like to point out or I would like to remind you people that
when BJP was contesting 2014 elections, promise had been made to the nation
that every year we will give 2 crores employments, we will create 2 crores
jobs, which will be given to the people. Here, the authentic data is showing
that 2 crore people have lost jobs in few months. So, every year instead of
creating 2 crore jobs, people are losing 2 crore jobs. So, this is a very-very
alarming situation and we demand from the Government that in this moment
of economic crisis, Government should step up its efforts. Government should
come forward to help people instead of backing out, this is what I want to
appeal to the Government through the Media friends.
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