Highlights of Press Briefing 08 October,
2020

Shri Pawan Khera, Spokesperson, AICC addressed media at AICC
Hdqrs, today
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Shri Pawan Khera said-The central government led by
Prime Minister Modi has time and again openly exhibited its love for its
corporate  well-wishers. India’s  airports, our sea ports, our
telecommunication PSU’s, even our railways is being sold to these private
friends of Mr Modi. The government has forgotten that India and all its



institutions are not built by the wealth of crony capitalists; our nation is built
because of the hard work and the blood and sweat of the common citizen.
What the nation built as one is being divided and sold. The government has
once again violated all principles to help some private players in the mining
industry.

The export of iron ore by India is met with a 30% export duty and prior to
2014, only Metals and Minerals Trading Corporation of India (MMTC) was
allowed to export Iron ore. Even MMTC was only allowed to export iron ore
with 64% concentration of Iron (Fe) any export that exceeded this cap the
MMTC, in which the government has an 89% share, had to take permission
from the Government of India. The export cap was placed on iron ore to
insure that there is sufficient supply of high quality iron ore back home to
facilitate the growth of indigenous steel plants.

After the Modi Government came to power in 2014, all these rules and laws
were thrown out the window. In 2014, the Steel Ministry of India removed
the 64% Fe concentration cap on iron oreand along with that gave
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited (KIOCL) the permission to export
iron ore to countries like China, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan etc.

What officials in the ministry did in addition to this was that a policy was
drawn up where it was decided that iron ore exports will continue to have a
30% duty on them; however if the same iron ore is made into pellets
and exported as pellets then there would be no duty on these
exports. Despite KIOCL being the only company that had permission to
export iron ore , since 2014 several private firms have indulged in the export
of iron ore pellets, escaping duty on these exports and earning immeasurable
profits.

It is estimated that these private firms have exported iron ore worth Rs
40,000 crore since 2014 violating the law as they did not have the license to
export the ore. However these private players, as expected, have not been
reprimanded or questioned by the central government and continue to
flourish by exporting iron ore pellets. Even private firms that had iron ore
mines for personal consumption and use by seeing this opportunity and by
being in collusion with ministry officials started exporting iron ore pellets,
all this happened under the nose of the central government or in complete
knowledge of the government.

The Corporate-Modi alliance since 2014 has harmed the country in different
ways. This time, the government has allowed the theft of essential national
resources. These resources are the backbone of economic growth but are now
in the hands of selected private companies. By not paying the export duty



the private players have robbed the government of around 12,000 Crore in
duty fee. Under the Foreign Trade Development and Regulation Act 1992,
these private players are liable to a penalty of 2,00,000 crores for this gross
illegality.

On the 10t of September 2020 the Ministry of Law and Justice has clearly
specified that the permission to export iron ore pellets was only given to
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited (KIOCL). [Copy Enclosed] This is
illegal not just under the Foreign Trade Development and Regulation Act
(1992), but is also a serious offence under the Customs Act 1962.

This is a government that works not for the country, but for the benefit of a
selected few, the recent farmer bills have proven this. The happenings in the
Steel ministry and industry have serious consequences for the entire nation;
therefore we demand that an investigation must be initiated to expose the
corruption since 2014 and how officials in the Steel ministry allowed theft
in broad daylight.

There are also a few questions that the central government needs to answer:

. Why was high quality iron ore with greater than 64% iron
concentration allowed to be exported contrary to earlier practices?

. Which all private firms have exported iron ore without
permission since 2014? A detailed list must be made public.

. Since 2014 has the government questioned any private entity
regarding their illegal dealings vis a vis iron ore export?

. What action has been initiated, if any against the officials of the
steel ministry who allowed illegal export to take place?

. Was the change in policy of removing export duty for iron ore
pellets done in consultation with all stakeholders?

The people have lost trust in this government. Governance is not done by
selling country’s pride. This expose once again proves that for Mr
Narendra Modj, it is corporate first and India last.

On a question about the mining scam issue, Shri Khera said- We have
demanded that all the names of those private players, who have been caught
indulging in this corrupt practice, be made public and obviously if a scam
has been happening before 6 years, you cannot just blame one part, which is
the corporate, of course, they did the scam, but, there is a government, which
is an accountable government which has allowed this scam to happen. So,
the buck has to stop somewhere. We want to know from Mr. Modi, since in
this Government, every buck stops at him, because there is nobody else
visible, so obviously the questions are to him, he has to come out clean now.



It is enough, six years, you cannot have a honeymoon period for six years,
you keep hiding from questions, you keep running away from issues, this
cannot be allowed. Therefore, we seek your help also to make this
Government answerable, to ensure that the Government does not resort to
headline management. If we focus on farmers, they will go to Hathras, if we
focus on Hathras, they will go to somewhere else, this can’t be allowed, focus
on all these issues, that are important including farmers, including Hathras,
including the mining scam.
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On another question on the same issue, Shri Khera said- No!, That is for
Mr. Dharmendra Pradhan, if he is allowed to speak, because in this
Government, No ministers are allowed to speak about their own
departments, they speak on somebody else’s department. So, we want Mr.
Narendra Modi to make this list public. We don’t know, who are the private
players, whoever these private players are, irrespective of who they are, let
their names be made public.

On another question, Shri Khera said- First of all, I object to the use of word
clampdown, just because a particular case needs the version, the statement
of all the stake holders that could include in this case as you said, a journalist,
does not mean that there is a clampdown. If tomorrow, I am seen to be or I
am found to be aware of something, the investigating agencies would have
every right and it would also be their duty to ask me, now asking me does
not mean clamping down on me, there is a major difference between a
straight, simple, legal, legitimate question and clamping down. So, there is
no clamp down. Let’s remove this word out of our vocabulary when it comes
to the Congress Party please, because we are very clear, very sure of what
are the laws of the land, how are they to be applied and we are absolutely
sure how they should not be misused, so we never misuse laws.

On another question, Shri Khera said-So, if I said in any ongoing
investigation, you need to find out more details, more facts from whoever is
in this possession of those facts, obviously, there will be investigation, but, 1
can assure you, under our government, no misuse of any law on anyone will
take place.

On another question that UP CM has alleged that opposition is doing
politics on dead bodies, Shri Khera said- if I remember, right, a lot of you
reported in August, 2016, BJP was in opposition in UP, Keshav Prasad
Maurya was the President of the BJP, he along with Mahesh Sharma and



other leaders, visited Bulandshahr, because there was a horrible incident of
a rape and death in Bulandshahr. This was August, 2016, the BJP was in
opposition in 2016 in UP.

Did anyone say that you are doing politics on dead bodies, what kind of
insensitive remarks is this coming from a Chief Minister, who claims to be
religious, who claims to be spiritualistic, he should think before he speaks.
Just as Keshav Prasad Maurya was following his dharma as an opposition
leader, nobody asked him not to do that. As opposition, it’s our duty to flag
these horrible crimes, to lend our political voice to these crimes, what does
this Government want, ‘Vipaksh Mukt Bharat’?
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